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Georgia became the second country in the 
world that approved the use of cancer 
virotherapy with Rigvir for oncology 
patients. The only registered cancer 
virotherapy medicine in Georgia so far, 
Rigvir, was registered in February this year.

The first cancer virotherapy conference was 
held in the Georgian capital Tbilisi already in 
June. It brought together the majority of 
Georgian oncologists. Thanks to the 
participation of the IVC approximately 50 
Georgian oncologists received international 
virotherapist certification.

The fact that virotherapy is now available to 
oncology patients in Georgia was widely 
reflected by the media. The major written and 
TV media reported about Rigvir and the IVC 
representatives. The Georgian media also 
interviewed the leading Georgian oncologists, 
who expressed satisfaction with the arrival of a 
new therapy in Georgia, which improves the 
situation for the oncology patients.  

By early October, three clinics have achieved full 
accreditation and therefore can offer 
virotherapy not only to domestic Georgian 
patients but also to patients from neighbouring 
countries, mainly from Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Russia, and Turkey.

The first positive feedback has already been 
received from physicians and patients that no 
longer need to travel to the distant Latvia, but 
can receive virotherapy in their home country, 
which greatly facilitates patient treatment.

“In Georgia, the risk of melanoma and skin cancer is quite high,” 
said Dr. Lali Mekokishvili, Dermatovenerolog, and the President of 
Georgian Association of Photodermatology and Skin Cancer. 
“Many people use solariums and it is dangerous in the sun here 
but people don’t use skin protection creams. At the same time, it is 
difficult to identify this cancer in its early stages, and it is very 
difficult to treat with chemotherapy. Therefore, any new 
medications in this area will save patients. And Rigvir has a really 
impressive performance in this regard.” Prof. Dr. Lali Mekokishvili, Tbilisi, Georgia.
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Rigvir in Georgia

Rigvir made the guidelines

The latest 
Rigvir scientif c 
publication

There The latest Rigvir scientific publication A retrospective clinical Rigvir study is published in 
the October issue of “Melanoma Research”. The paper was made available on-line 15 July 
2015. All previous melanoma treatment guidelines, for example NCCN, ESMO, unfortunately, 
do not offer any therapy for early stage (IB and IIA) melanoma patients, while stage IIB and IIC 
patients are only offered three options: observation, interferon therapy or participation in a 
clinical trial. 

The Latvian guidelines were developed by the Riga Eastern Clinical University Hospital Task 
Force under the management of Dr. Dace Baltiņa 

For the f rst time in the history of oncology, an 
oncolytic virus has been included in the national 
guidelines. This year Rigvir was included in the 
Latvian national skin cancer and melanoma 
treatment guidelines of the country of initial 
registration. 

A retrospective clinical Rigvir study is 
published inthe October issue of 
“Melanoma Research”.  The paper was 
made available on-line 15 July 2015. 

The study indicates that melanoma 
patients would significantly benefit from 
prolonged survival with oncolytic 
virotherapy treatment. The study 
revealed that the IIB-IIC stage 
melanoma patients treated with 
Rigvir were 4-6 times more likely to 
survive than those who following the 
current guidelines for the treatment of 
melanoma, were only observed.
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